SELECTED CHILDREN'S FOLKLORE RESOURCES

MUSEUMS, LIBRARIES & COLLECTIONS

The Australian Children’s Folklore Collection, Museums Victoria, Melbourne: One of the largest and most significant
archive of its kind in the world, the ACFC documents children's play traditions from the 1870s to the present. It is one
of the first collections in Australia to have been listed on the UNESCO Australian Memory of the World Register. It
includes more than 10,000 card files and other documents recording children's games, rhymes, riddles, jokes,
superstitions and other kinds of children's folklore, together with photographs, audio and video recordings, over 300
play artefacts and a number of specialist collections of field and research studies. Selected images available online.
<https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/articles/24>

The Brian Sutton-Smith Library and Archives of Play, The Strong National Museum of Play, Rochester, NY. The Brian
Sutton-Smith Library and Archives of Play is a multidisciplinary research repository devoted to the intellectual, social,
and cultural history of play. In addition to housing the personal library and papers of its preeminent namesake, the
199,000-volume research library and archives holds a full spectrum of primary and secondary sources, including
scholarly works, professional journals, other periodicals, trade catalogues, children’s books, comic books, manuscripts,
personal papers, business records, and more.

<https://www.museumofplay.org/about/library-archives-play>

The Dorothy Howard Collection, The University of North Texas Library: Dorothy Gray Mills Howard was a noted
author and scholar of children's games and folklore. In 1954 she received a Fulbright post-doctoral research grant to
study the traditional play customs of Australian children. Her research material from that study is now in the
Australian Children's Folklore Collection. Dr Howard received many awards, including one from The Association for the
Anthropological Study of Play, recognizing her for her significant contributions to the study of play in America and
elsewhere. The American Folklore Society named an award in her honour, the Dorothy Howard Award for Excellence
in Folklore. Online access to the archival list of records held.
<https://findingaids.library.unt.edu/index.php?p=collections/findingaid&id=8>

Fish Trout You’re Out, National Library of Australia, Canberra, ACT: Online access to the archival records of fifteen
separate collections of children's folklore from the NLA's Oral History and Folklore Collection.
<http://www.nla.gov.au/fishtrout/>

The Kelsey Collection, Centre for English Traditional Heritage, Sheffield, UK: Children’s traditional games and rhymes
collected in London by the late Nigel Kelsey between the 1960s and 1980s. Online access to a short description of this
collection. (There is now a publication, Games, Rhymes and Wordplay of London Children, based on this collection.)
<http://www.centre-for-english-traditional-heritage.org/kelseycollection.html|>

The Opie Collection of Children's Rhymes & Songs, The British Library, London: This is a set of recordings made by
lona and Peter Opie between 1969 and 1983 during research for The Singing Game (1985). lona and her husband,
Peter, dedicated their working lives to documenting children's play, folklore, language and literature and published
several influential works. Online access to the sound recordings.
<https://sounds.bl.uk/Oral-history/Opie-collection-of-children-s-games-and-songs->

Playtimes: a century of children's games and rhymes, The British Library, London: Online access to a collection of film
and audio recordings documenting 100 years of children’s songs, rhymes and games, together with articles, video
interviews and other resources.

<http://www.bl.uk/playtimes>

The Strong Museum of Play, Rochester, NY: The Strong is a highly interactive, collections-based museum devoted to
the history and exploration of play. It is one of the largest history museums in the United States, and houses the
world's largest and most comprehensive collection of historical materials related to play. The Strong is home to the
National Toy Hall of Fame, the World Video Game Hall of Fame, the International Center for the History of Electronic
Games, the Brian Sutton-Smith Library and Archives of Play, and publishes The American Journal of Play.
<https://www.museumofplay.org/>



PUBLICATIONS

Abrahams, Roger D. & Rankin, Lois, eds. Counting-out Rhymes: a dictionary, University of Texas Press, Austin, 1980.
Akers Johnson, Anne. String Games from Around the World, Klutz Press, Palo Alto, 1995.

Aardema, Verna. Ji-Nongo-Nongo Means Riddles, Four Winds Press, NY., 1978. (A book of traditional African riddles.)

Arleo, Andy & Delalande, Julie, eds. Cultures Enfantines: Universalité et Diversité, Presses Universitaires de Rennes,
2010. (Papers from the conference of the same name, held in Nantes, March, 2007.)

Bishop, Julia & Curtis, Mavis, eds. Play Today in the Primary School Playground, Open University Press, Buckingham,
2001.

Bishop, Julia & Factor, June, eds. The Lifework and legacy of lona and Peter Opie: Research into Children's Play,
Routledge, London, 2018.

Boardman, Bob & Diane. Red Hot Peppers: The Skookum Jump Rope Book of Games, Rhymes & Fancy Footwork,
Sasquatch Books, Seattle, 1993.

Bruner, J., Jolly, A. & Sylva, K., eds. Play: Its Role in Development and Evolution, Penguin, Middlesex, 1985.

Carlisle, Rodney P., ed. Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society, Vols. 1 & 2, Sage Publications, Thousand Oaks, 2009.
Chanan, Gabriel & Francis, Hazel. Toys and Games of Children of the World, UNESCO, Paris, 1984.

Culin, Stewart. Korean Games with Notes on the Corresponding Games of China and Japan, Dover, NY, 1991.

Darian-Smith, Kate & Factor, June, eds. Child’s Play: Dorothy Howard and the Folklore of Australian Children, Museum
Victoria, Melbourne, 2005.

Darian-Smith, Kate & Pascoe, Carla, eds. Children, Childhood and Cultural Heritage, Routledge, Abingdon, 2013.

Davey, Gwenda. Snug As a Bug: scenes from family life, and Duck Under the Table: more scenes from family life,
Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1990 & 1991.

Eisen, George. Children and Play in the Holocaust: Games among the Shadows, The University of Massachusetts Press,
Ambherst, 1990.

Elkind, David. The Power of Play, Da Capo Press, Philadelphia, 2007.

Encarnacion, Elizabeth. Cat's Cradle and Other Fantastic String Figures, Cider Mill Press, Maine, 2008. (Book, string and
instructional DVD).

Factor, June. Captain Cook Chased a Chook: Children's Folklore in Australia, Penguin, Ringwood, 1988.

Factor, June. 'Far Out' series of books of children's rhymes, sayings, riddles, jokes, etc.: Far Out Brussels Sprout; All
Right Vegemite; Unreal Banana Peel; Real Keen Baked Bean; Roll Over Pavlova, Oxford University Press, Melbourne.
First published 1983, 1985, 1986, 1989 & 1992 respectively and reprinted many times.

Factor, June. Okey Dokey Karaoke, Brolly Books, Malvern, 2005. Sixth in the 'Far Out' series — book & card game.

Factor, June. Kidspeak: a dictionary of Australian children's words, expressions and games, Melbourne University
Press, Carlton South, 2000.

Folklife in Australia: Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Folklife in Australia, Australian Government Publishing
House, Canberra 1987.

Gomme, Alice Bertha. The Traditional Games of England, Scotland and Ireland, Vols. | & I, Dover, N.Y. 1964 (1894,
1898)

Gryski, Camilla. Cat's Cradle, Owls Eyes: A Book of String Games, and Many Stars and More String Games, Kids Can
Press, Toronto, 1983 & 1985.



Jénsdottir, Una Margrét. Allir i Leik, Vols. | & Il, Reykjavik, 2009, 2010. (Singing games in Iceland, Greenland and the
Faroe Islands, with an English language section included.)

Kelsey, N.G.N. (Alton, Janet E. & Widdowson, J.D.A., eds.). Games, Rhymes and Wordplay of London Children, Palgrave
Macmillan, 2019.

Knapp, Mary and Herbert. One Potato, Two Potato: The Folklore of American Children, Norton, NY, 1976.

Lowenstein, Wendy. Shocking Shocking Shocking: Improper Play Rhymes of Australian Children, Fish & Chip Press,
Melbourne, 1974. Reprinted by The Rams Skull Press, Kuranda, Qld. 1988.

Lowenstein, Wendy. Never Let your Dingle Dangle: Songs my Mother Never Sang Me, Bookworkers Press, Prahran,
1997. (Selected rhymes from Shocking Shocking Shocking).

Marsh, Kathryn. The Musical Playground: Global Tradition and Change in Children's Songs and Games, Oxford
University Press, Oxford, 2008. Book and online downloadable supplementary resources.

Opie, lona & Peter. The Lore & Language of Schoolchildren, Oxford University Press, London, 1959.
Opie, lona & Peter. Children's Games in Street and Playground, Oxford University Press, London, 1969.
Opie, lona & Peter. The Singing Game, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1988.

Opie, lona & Peter. The People in the Playground, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1993.

Opie, lona & Peter. Children's Games with Things, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1997.

Roopnarine et al. International Perspectives on Children’s Play, London Open University Press (McGraw Hill) 2015.
Includes chapter by Gwenda Davey on Australian Children’s Play (Chapter 13).

Roud, Steve. The Lore of the Playground: one hundred years of children's games, rhymes & traditions, Random House,
London, 2010.

Russell, Heather. Carmen Out to Play!, and Coming, Ready or Not!, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1989,1995.
(Two 'how to play' books of children's playground games.)

Seal, Graham & Gall, Jennifer, eds. Antipodean Traditions: Australian Folklore in the 21st Century, Black Swan Press,
Perth, 2011.

Smith, Robert Paul. How to do Nothing With Nobody All Alone By Yourself, The World's Work (1913) Ltd., Kingswood,
UK. 1959. (A 'how-to' book of things children make and do using 'found' materials - paper, rubber bands, wood, plants,
matches, etc.)

Sobel, David. Children's Special Places: Exploring the Role of Forts, Dens and Bush Houses in Middle Childhood, Wayne
State University Press, Detroit, 2002.

Sutton-Smith, Brian, et al, eds. Children's Folklore: a source book, Utah State University Press, Logan, 1999.
Sutton-Smith, Brian. The Ambiguity of Play, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 2001.

Topor, Helen. Outdoor Games for Today's Kids, Canberra Bytes 'n Colours, Canberra, 2017. (Based on the author's
personal experiences as a child in the Benalla Migrant Camp, Australia, in the mid-20th century.)

Tucker, Elizabeth. Children's Folklore: a handbook, Greenwood Press, Westport, CT, 2008.

Turner, lan (collected) Cinderella Dressed in Yella: Australian Children’s Playrhymes, Heinemann Educational
Melbourne, 1969.

Turner, Factor and Lowenstein. Cinderella Dressed in Yella, Second Edition, Heinemann Publishers Australia, 1978.

Yolen, Jane, ed. Street Rhymes Around the World, Wordsong, Honesdale, 1992.



ONLINE RESOURCES

American Journal of Play. Published three times a year by The Strong Museum, Rochester, NY. Free online access to
past and current issues:<https://www.journalofplay.org/>

Childhood, Tradition and Change. Online database from a nationwide study of children's playlore carried out in
Australia between 2007-2010. Site contains selected text-based summaries of games and images, with additional
information about the project.

<http://ctac.esrc.unimelb.edu.au/>

Children's Games, painting by Pieter Bruegel the Elder, c.1560, Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna. Interactive
website: <https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/children%E2%80%99s-games/CQEeZWQPOI2Yjg>

Down Down Baby, handclapping rhyme on YouTube <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCyBMztWUFk>
(There are many videos showing children's games and folklore on YouTube.)

International Journal of Play. A tri-annual, peer-reviewed academic publication focusing on all facets of play,
published by Taylor and Francis. Available online by individual subscription, or as a printed publication to members of
The Association for the Study of Play (TASP). <https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rijp20> <http://www.tasplay.org/>

Play and Folklore. Published from 1981 to 2016 in association with the Australian Children's Folklore Collection.
Originally called The Australian Children's Folklore Newsletter, Play and Folklore was published online by Museum
Victoria from 2002-16. All issues are available on the Museum's website for reading or downloading for free.
<https://museumsvictoria.com.au/collections-research/journals/play-and-folklore/>

Playtimes: a century of children's games and rhymes, The British Library, London: Online access to a large collection
of film and audio recordings documenting 100 years of children’s songs, rhymes and games, together with articles,
video interviews and other resources.

<http://www.bl.uk/playtimes>

Kidsplaybook. Video archive of children's outdoor games from different countries and cultures, by Jules Oosterwegel.
This is a combination of children's own games and team games played at school.
<http://www.kidsplaybook.com/sample-page/>

Traditional Outdoor Games, India. Web page with information about traditional outdoor games in India — links to
other types of games also. Written descriptions, photographs and video.
<http://www.traditionalgames.in/home/outdoor-games>

Traditional Games in Malaysia. Web page with information about five traditional Malaysian games. Written
descriptions, photographs and video. <http://traditionalgamesinmalaysia.blogspot.com/p/types-of-games.html>

Sanatoyplay, Jean-Pierre Rossi. An online video archive of Moroccan children's toys and play.
<https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=sanatoyplay+rossie+jp>

*Yulunga Traditional Indigenous Games, Australia (downloadable pdf). This is an activity resource of over 100
traditional Indigenous Australian games created to provide all Australians with an opportunity to learn about,
appreciate and experience aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures. (*Yulunga means 'playing' in the
language of the Kamilaroi (Gamori) people of north-western New South Wales.)
<https://www.sportingschools.gov.au/resources-and-pd/schools/yulunga>
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